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President’s Letter                                                                             Issue No. 1 – 2026 

Greetings, Cousins!  

As we move through 2026, I am pleased to share another issue of The Warren Cousins 

President's Letter filled with news, opportunities, and accomplishments that demonstrate 

the vitality of our organization and the enduring legacy of Richard and Elizabeth Warren. 

This year promises to be an exciting one for our Society. I hope many of you will join us 

in Plymouth during the General Congress of the General Society of Mayflower 

Descendants in September. We are planning a special Warren Cousins gathering featuring a recreation of 

the marriage of Mary Warren and Robert Bartlett, along with time to reconnect with fellow descendants 

and friends. It will be a wonderful opportunity to celebrate our shared heritage together. 

Our Annual Meeting will be held virtually on July 12 and will include consideration of several proposed 

bylaw amendments and the election of officers for the 2026-2029 term. The proposed changes are designed 

to simplify our membership structure and strengthen leadership continuity, while preserving the traditions 

and purposes that have guided The Warren Cousins for more than five decades. 

This September, I will have the privilege of returning to England as part 

of the General Society of Mayflower Descendants' Pilgrim Origins Tour. 

One of the highlights of the journey will be another visit to St. John the 

Baptist Church in Great Amwell, Hertfordshire, where Richard Warren 

and Elizabeth Walker were married on April 14, 1610. Standing within 

the walls of this remarkable church, which remains largely unchanged 

since the time of their wedding more than four centuries ago, provides a 

powerful connection to our Pilgrim ancestors and the lives they lived 

before the voyage of Mayflower. It is especially meaningful to return to 

the church where The Warren Cousins dedicated the Richard and Elizabeth Warren Memorial in 2023, a 

lasting tribute made possible through the generosity and vision of our members. I look forward to sharing 

photographs and reflections from the visit in a future issue of the President's Letter and continuing our 

efforts to preserve and celebrate the legacy of Richard and Elizabeth Warren. 

Whether you are a longtime member or recently joined our Society, thank you for your membership. 

Together, we honor the memory of Richard and Elizabeth Warren while ensuring that their story remains 

alive for generations yet to come. I look forward to seeing many of you at our Annual Meeting in July and 

in Plymouth this September. 

Warm regards, 

Martin W. Beerman 

President, The Warren Cousin 
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The Warren Cousins to Gather at Mayflower Congress in September 

 

The Warren Cousins will gather on Friday, September 11 from 4 to 5:30 p.m. in the Patuxet Room at 

Plimoth Patuxet Museums for a recreation of the Marriage of Mary Warren and Robert Bartlett, and 

social time with Cousins. Light refreshments are included and there is no charge to attend! If you plan 

to come, email TheWarrenCousins@gmail.com. Members and prospective members are welcome! 

 

 

Following The Warren Cousins Gathering, members are invited to join the Pilgrim John Howland 

Society’s Annual Banquet beginning at 6 p.m. in Plimoth Patuxet Museum’s Gainsborough Hall, 

featuring Jonathan Lane, who will present “From Mayflower Compact to the Cause of Liberty: The 

Howland Family’s Revolutionary Arc.”  

 

The “family style” New England Harvest feast includes apple cider, cheate bread and butter, romaine 

and watercress sallet, mussels with parsley and beer, turkey, cabbage with leeks and onions, sweet 

pudding of native corn, stewed pompion, roasted pork, fish, cheesecake with almonds and spices, and a 

platter of cheese and fruit.  

 

Cost is $70 per person. To register, visit https://pilgrimjohnhowlandsociety.org. Or mail a check and 

mailto:TheWarrenCousins@gmail.com
https://pilgrimjohnhowlandsociety.org/
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registration information to The Pilgrim John Howland Society, P.O. Box 1479, Plymouth, MA 02362-

1479. 

Jonathan Lane is the Executive Director of Revolution 250, a consortium of more 

than 70 organizations across Massachusetts coordinating the commemoration of the 

250th anniversary of the American Revolution. He has more than 30 years of 

experience in public history, tourism, and cultural programming. 

 

Lane's professional work has included positions with Plimoth Patuxet Museums, the 

American Antiquarian Society, Berklee College of Music, and the Massachusetts 

Historical Society, while his research has taken him to archives and libraries across 

the United States and the United Kingdom. He is the author of a monograph on songs 

for British soldiers in the eighteenth century and the editor of From the Potomac to the Etowah: The 

Civil War Correspondence of Alonzo Hall Quint. 

 

In 2024 he received the Massachusetts Office of Travel and Tourism’s Revolutionary Achievement 

Award from Governor Maura Healey. Lane is a member of the Society of the Cincinnati, the Sons of 

the American Revolution, the Colonial Society of Massachusetts, and the Alden Kindred of America. 

 

 

Celebrating The Warren Cousins 

 

The Warren Memorial Dedication Commemorative Book is still available!  

 

The special commemorative keepsake book not only celebrates the Memorial Dedication at Great 

Amwell in September 2023, but the first 50 years of The Warren Cousins (1973-2023). 

 

As you know, to celebrate the legacy of The 

Warren Cousins, we commissioned a permanent 

memorial for Richard and Elizabeth in St. John the 

Baptist Church in Great Amwell, Hertfordshire, 

England, where the couple married 14 April 1610. 

The church dates to the 11th century and is 

essentially structurally unchanged since the 1610 

wedding. With further research, we may someday 

learn where Richard was born and baptized; for 

now, the Great Amwell Parish is the most 

significant origin site in Richard and Elizabeth’s 

lives. 

 

The memorial was made possible through the 

incredible support of member donors. In fact, we 

raised 90 percent of our $10,000 goal toward the 

memorial’s cost. Thank you to everyone who 

played a role in this legacy to honor our Pilgrim 

ancestors and support this extraordinary project. 

 

Celebrating The Warren Cousins: Fifty Years 1973-2023 
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The commemorative book captures the two significant milestones of 2023 – the 50th anniversary of our 

founding in 1973 and the 400th anniversary of the 10 July 1623 arrival of Anne, carrying Elizabeth 

(Walker) Warren and her five daughters. 

 

The 86-page book includes: 

▪ The Warren Family Story 

▪ The Warren Cousins: Our Story – a brief history, officers through the years, and tribute to 

founder Lura Newton Sellew. 

▪ England Tour – a tour diary written by Board Member Vicki Barge and photos from the 7-day 

adventure for the 16 travelers on the special tour focused on Elizabethan and Jacobean England at 

the time of the Mayflower Passengers that culminated in the Memorial Dedication Service. 

▪ Memorial Dedication – featuring Evening Prayer and Memorial Dedication Order of Service, 

Sermon, Intercessions, photos, and how the memorial came to be. 

▪ St. John the Baptist Church, Great Amwell – deep dive in the church’s history by Stuart Moye, 

plus photos. 

▪ Warren Memorial Donors – donor honor roll list. 

▪ Warren Lineages – Donors who contributed $250 are recognized with their Line of Descent from 

Richard Warren. Those who donated $500 or more are recognized with a detailed (dates and places) 

Line of Descent from Richard Warren.  

▪ The Warren Cousins in the News – local news coverage about the memorial dedication event. 

▪ Looking to the Future – 1670 Warren House; and using DNA to unlock Richard Warren’s origins. 

 

To order or view the book, visit www.prestophoto.com/bookstore/626134 

 

You can order a copy of the book directly from PrestoPrint, the publishing vendor. The price ranges 

from $30.79 to $66.59 for each copy of the book, depending on the size you choose (8x10 or 8.5x11) 

and the type of cover (hardback or paperback), plus the cost of the shipping method you select. 

 

To keep the cost per book as low as possible for you, there is no fundraising component to this for The 

Warren Cousins. Our only expense as an organization was the purchase of several copies to give as 

thank you gifts to the church and community leaders who were instrumental in making the memorial a 

reality and thereby helping us preserve the legacy of Richard and Elizabeth Warren. 
 
 

The Warren Cousins Annual Meeting 
 

The Warren Cousins Annual Meeting is 

Sunday, July 12 at 5 p.m. EDT via 

Zoom. Amendments to the Bylaws and 

Election of Officers for 2026-2029 are 

the primary agenda items. 

 

A meeting Zoom link will be distributed 

via email to all members with a current 

email on file on Friday, July 10.  

 

 

http://www.prestophoto.com/bookstore/626134
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Rational for Proposed Bylaws Amendments 

 
ARTICLE III – MEMBERSHIP AND FEES 

The proposed amendment modernizes the Society's membership structure by eliminating annual 

membership categories and replacing them with life memberships only. This change simplifies 

administration, eliminates the need to track annual dues, delinquencies, and reinstatements, and better 

reflects the Society's current membership practices. 

 

The amendment also creates an Associate Life Membership category for individuals who support the 

purposes of The Warren Cousins but are not lineal descendants of Richard Warren. Associate Life 

Members, like current Associate Members, do not possess voting rights. Additionally, the amendment 

updates terminology in Section (a) by replacing the word "dues" with "applicable membership fee," 

ensuring consistency with the proposed life membership structure. 

 

If adopted, all Annual Members of record on July 12, 2026, would convert to Life Membership without 

additional fee. 

 

ARTICLE VI – EXECUTIVE BOARD 

The proposed amendment adds the Immediate Past President to the Executive Board. This change 

preserves institutional knowledge and provides continuity in leadership during officer transitions. 

The Past President's experience and familiarity with Society operations can assist the Board in long-

range planning, historical perspective, and the implementation of ongoing initiatives. The amendment 

strengthens governance while maintaining the Board's existing structure and responsibilities. 

 

ARTICLE III – Membership and Fees 
Current Bylaw Proposed Amendment (Mark-Up) Final Version if Approved 
ARTICLE III 
 
Membership and Fees: (a) Any person who is a lineal 
descendant of Richard Warren, Mayflower Pilgrim may 
become a voting member upon payment of the application 
fee and dues. 
 
(b) Application for membership shall be made in writing 
upon a form accepted by the society, or a copy of an 
approved Richard Warren application to a society affiliated 
with the General Society of Mayflower Descendants. The 
application and any requested lineage documentation shall 
be submitted to the Registrar who shall have full power to 
determine the qualifications of the applicant. 
 
(c) Every applicant whose papers have been approved by 
the Registrar shall become a voting member of the Society 
and will be furnished with an appropriate certificate of 
membership. 
 
(d) The following types of membership are authorized: 
 
1. Lineage Annual Member: Any person who has filed an 
approved lineage to Richard Warren and who pays annual 
membership. 
 
2. Lineage Life Member: Any person who has filed an 
approved lineage to Richard Warren and who pays a life 
membership fee. 
 
3. Associate Member: Any person who supports the aim 
and purpose of The Warren Cousins and pays the annual 
associate member fee. Associate members do not vote. 

ARTICLE III 
 
Membership and Fees: (a) Any person who is a lineal 

descendant of Richard Warren, Mayflower Pilgrim, may 

become a voting member upon payment of the application 
fee and dues applicable membership fee 
 
(b) Application for membership shall be made in writing 
upon a form accepted by the society, or a copy of an 
approved Richard Warren application to a society affiliated 
with the General Society of Mayflower Descendants. The 
application and any requested lineage documentation shall 
be submitted to the Registrar who shall have full power to 
determine the qualifications of the applicant. 
 
(c) Every applicant whose papers have been approved by 
the Registrar shall become a voting member of the Society 
and will be furnished with an appropriate certificate of 
membership. 
 
(d) The following types of membership are authorized: 
 
1. Lineage Annual Member: Any person who has filed an 
approved lineage to Richard Warren and who pays annual 
membership. 
 
2. Lineage Life Member: 1. Lineage Life Member: Any 
person who has filed an approved lineage to Richard 
Warren and who pays a life membership fee. 
 
2. Associate Life Member: Any person who supports the 
aim and purpose of The Warren Cousins and who pays the 
Associate Life Membership fee. Associate Life Members do 

ARTICLE III 
 
Membership and Fees: (a) Any person who is a lineal 
descendant of Richard Warren, Mayflower Pilgrim, may 
become a voting member upon payment of the application 
fee and applicable membership fee. 
 
(b) Application for membership shall be made in writing 
upon a form accepted by the society, or a copy of an 
approved Richard Warren application to a society affiliated 
with the General Society of Mayflower Descendants. The 
application and any requested lineage documentation shall 
be submitted to the Registrar who shall have full power to 
determine the qualifications of the applicant. 
 
(c) Every applicant whose papers have been approved by 
the Registrar shall become a voting member of the Society 
and will be furnished with an appropriate certificate of 
membership. 
 
(d) The following types of membership are authorized: 
 
1. Lineage Life Member: Any person who has filed an 
approved lineage to Richard Warren and who pays a life 
membership fee. 
 
2. Associate Life Member: Any person who supports the 
aim and purpose of The Warren Cousins and who pays the 
Associate Life Membership fee. Associate Life Members do 
not vote. 
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(e) Any person who shall be two years in arrears of annual 
dues and who shall fail to pay them within one month after 
notification shall cease to be a member of the society. Any 
member may withdraw from membership by notifying the 
treasurer in writing. Any prior annual member may be 
reinstated by resuming payment of the current annual dues. 

not vote. 
 
3. Associate Member: Any person who supports the aim 
and purpose of The Warren Cousins and pays the annual 
associate member fee. Associate members do not vote. 
 
(e) Any person who shall be two years in arrears of annual 
dues and who shall fail to pay them within one month after 
notification shall cease to be a member of the society. Any 
member may withdraw from membership by notifying the 
treasurer in writing. Any prior annual member may be 
reinstated by resuming payment of the current annual dues. 

 

ARTICLE VI – Executive Board 
Current Bylaw Proposed Amendment (Mark-Up) Final Version if Approved 
ARTICLE VI 
 
Executive Board: There shall be an Executive Board 
composed of the officers and three (3) other elected 
members. This Board shall have control of the affairs and 
finances of the society. 

ARTICLE VI 
 
Executive Board: There shall be an Executive Board 
composed of the officers, the Past President, and three (3) 
other elected members. This Board shall have control of the 
affairs and finances of the society. 

ARTICLE VI 
 
Executive Board: There shall be an Executive Board 
composed of the officers, the Past President, and three (3) 
other elected members. This Board shall have control of the 
affairs and finances of the society. 

 

 

 

New Officers to be Elected at the Annual Meeting 

 

The following slate of officers is proposed for a three-year term, 2026-2029: 

 

President: Martin W. Beerman* 

Vice President: George P. Garmany Jr., M.D.* 

Secretary: Gail Adams* 

Treasurer: Vicki Campbell Barge* 

Registrar: Merrilee Carlson 

Board of Directors: Keith Kammenzind*, Lori 

Liljenquist and Lisa Shoemaker 

 

Past President: Marti Bobertz* 

 

*Current officer or board member. 

 

A very special thank you to Board Members the 

Revd. Dr. W. Becket Soule, O.P., and Marsha 

Berland whose terms are ending.  

 

About the new nominees: 

 

Merrilee Carlson is Historian for the Minnesota Mayflower Society.  

 

Lori Liljenquist is Utah Mayflower Society Secretary.  

 

Lisa Shoemaker is Chair of GSMD’s Historic Trips Committee and a member of the Kansas 

Mayflower Society. 
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Welcome New Members! 

The Warren Cousins extends a warm welcome to these new members who joined since the last 

President’s Letter was published in Fall 2025: 

1211 William Cyril Cassada, Bristol, CT – Abigial 

1212 Robert Howard Lindow, Fullerton, CA – Elizabeth 

1213 Rachel Anne Bodner, Newnan, GA – Mary 

1214 Christopher Adam Goodfellow, Dartmouth, MA – Sarah 

1215 John Aaron Goodfellow, St. Petersburg, FL – Sarah 

1216 Heidi Goodfellow Martin, Acushnet, MA – Sarah 

1217 Douglas Dale Conly, Lydonville, VT – Nathaniel 

1218 Jay Frederick Meyer, Big Lake, MN – Mary 

1219 Philip Jonathan Webster, Easton, MD – Abigial 

1220 Robert Charles Brown, Appleton, MN – Nathaniel 

1221 Robert Wales Trezise, Amesbury, MA – Anna 

1222 Catherine Gwynn, West Falmouth, MA – Mary 

1223 Sharron Lee Laplante, Tolland, CT – Elizabeth 

1224 Ila Jean Carpenter, Fort Collins, CO – Mary 

1225 Kelly Lynn Vanwormer, Port Huron, MI – Sarah 

1226 Katherine Marie Brandi, Wilmington, NC – Anna 

1227 Merrilee Sophia Carlson, Hastings, MN – Anna 

1228 Daniel Lewis Fuller, Myrtle Beach, SC – Sarah 

1229 Margaret Anne Stehle, Palo Alto, CA – Sarah 

Newsletter Distribution Update 

Effective with this issue, The Warren Cousins newsletter will no longer be mailed through the U.S. 

Postal Service to members who have not provided an email address. Instead, all newsletters will be 

distributed electronically and made available on our website. This change reflects the increasing costs 

of printing, paper, envelopes, and postage, as well as the significant volunteer time required to prepare 

and mail printed copies. By moving to a digital-only distribution model, we can reduce expenses, 

conserve resources, and devote more of our time and funds to preserving and sharing the history and 

legacy of the Warren family. 

Members who do not currently receive the newsletter by email may access both current and past issues 

on our website. Simply visit www.TheWarrenCousins.com and click Newsletter Archive on the 

home page. If you would like to begin receiving the newsletter directly by email, or if you need to 

update your email address, please contact us at TheWarrenCousins@gmail.com.We appreciate your 

understanding and support as we modernize our communications and continue to serve our members in 

the most efficient and cost-effective manner possible. 

http://www.thewarrencousins.com/
mailto:TheWarrenCousins@gmail.com
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Have you visited www.TheWarrenCousins.com? 

 
The complete collection of Warren 

Cousins newsletters beginning in 

1973 is now available on The 

Warren Cousins website 

(wwwTheWarrenCousins.com).  

 

Newsletters, and in some years only 

meeting announcements, were 

distributed from 1973 to the present. 

There were no newsletters for 1978. 

And no newsletters following 

founder Lura Sellew’s death, for the 

years 1997 or 1998. Beyond that, we 

believe the full collection of newsletters is available here.  

 

A Warren Cousins History, written by Board Member Revd. Dr. W. Becket Soule, O.P., and an article 

contributed by Stuart Moye summarizing 19th Century renovations of St. John the Baptist Church in 

Great Amwell have also been added. To view these resources, visit www.TheWarrenCousins.com. 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.thewarrencousins.com/
http://www.thewarrencousins.com/
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Saga of the Pilgrims 
  

On October 23, 1983, The Boston Globe published a special 56-page magazine insert titled “Saga of 

the Pilgrims – New England Takes Root,” consisting of 16 chapters of Pilgrim History. Read the fifth 

chapter beginning on page 10. More chapters to come in future editions of the President’s Letter.  
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Richard Warren Marker in Middleboro, Massachusetts 

 

“IN MEMORY OF 

RICHARD WARREN AND HIS DESCENDANTS 

IN THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION 

IN COMMEMORATION OF MY SEVENTY FOURTH BIRTHDAY 

COUNTESS, MAGRI 

MRS. GEN. TOM THUMB 

OCT. 31, 1915” 

 

From the Middleborough Historical Association website 

(https://middleboroughhistoricalassociation.org/about-us/) we learns more about the person who 

established the marker and why such a marker appears in Middleboro:  

 

The Middleborough Historical Museum opened in 1961 after a lengthy remodeling period. It 

was after we received a large collection of memorabilia related to the celebrity couple, Lavinia 

Warren (1842-1919) and her husband Charles Stratton (1838-1883). They were famous 

entertainers and little people, known as General and Mrs. Tom Thumb in P.T. Barnum’s 

American Museum. The items were sold to us for $3,000 from Lavinia’s nephew, Benjamin W. 

Bump. Benjamin had worked for decades to gather the missing pieces of his aunt’s life and 

fulfill her wish: “Remember me.” Many more items have been added to our collection by 

generous donors. 

 

More about Lavinia (Warren) Thumb Magri can be found at: 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lavinia_Warren  

Her pedigree chart to Richard Warren and other Mayflower passengers can be found on: 

https://famouskin.com/pedigree.php?name=93166+lavinia+warren&ahnum=1 

 

Thanks to Brett Lindholm of Mayflower Web Design for photographing this marker and 

bringing it to our attention. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://middleboroughhistoricalassociation.org/about-us/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lavinia_Warren
https://famouskin.com/pedigree.php?name=93166+lavinia+warren&ahnum=1
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Staying in Touch 

E-mail: TheWarrenCousins@gmail.com  

Website: www.TheWarrenCousins.com  

Facebook: www.Facebook.com/thewarrencousins/

mailto:TheWarrenCousins@gmail.com
http://www.thewarrencousins.com/
http://www.facebook.com/thewarrencousins/
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